[bookmark: 1]Current activities
Dr Richardson is presently studying the taxonomy and biogeography of jumping spiders. He aims to describe as many of these beautiful jumping spiders as possible.
He is also working collaboratively on several projects related to the community ecology of insects. 
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Dr Richardson has conducted research on the processes of evolution through studies of biochemical adaptation and the ecological genetics of a wide range of organisms.
He has a background in:
· molecular biology and protein biochemistry
· biochemical adaptation
· ecological genetics of animals, plants and microorganisms
· phylogenetics and taxonomy of animals
· ecology and behaviour of mammals
· endangerment theory
· conservation genetics
· conservation policy
· environmental computing systems. 
He is also experienced in the processes and issues involved in managing a national granting agency.
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· Vice –president and President Australian Mammal Society
· Member of oversight Committee for the ARC Review of Biological Sciences.
· Chair, Fauna Sub-committee of the Australian Academy of Sciences.
· Australasian Regional Vice-chair of the Species Survival Commission, IUCN and member of the working groups developing the Red Listing Criteria and the Species Information Network.
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