
© Traditional Owners, CSIRO & Kimberley Land Council (2012).

Jawalyi

Jangala
N

NW NE

SW SE

S

W E
JoongooRRa

Jawandi

gooroo is the freshwater 
mangrove (Barringtonia 
acutangula), whose bark is used 
as a poison to stun fish in small 
pools. A group will surround 
a pool and hit the trunk of 
Gooroo with a stick making 
bark fall into the water, turning 
it red. If someone present is the 
Dawa for that place, they will 
spear the first fish. 
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nyaadi is a bulb 
like a big onion. 
During flooding 
time, certain people 
will collect and 
crush Nyaadi before 
throwing it into the 
river and billabongs. 
This ensures that  
the fish will grow  
fat all year round.

The fat of galwanyi 
(sawfish) is very soothing to 

Gooniyandi people, and heals 
their aches and pains. The  

soft meat is very good  
for children to eat.

limirri is a wax that comes from 
spinifex. Ants collect the wax into clumps 
at the base of plants. It is ground up with 
water and used for connecting spear and 
axe heads with kangaroo sinew, and also 

for softening the mouth of didgeridoos.

Balabi is a gall  
that grows in the fruit of 

Mawoorroo (bloodwood trees). In 
the past Aboriginal stockmen relied on 
Balabi for survival, eating big mobs during 
long droves when there was no water.

When the red seeds of  
the Jirndiwili tree  

(Erythrina vespertilio) fall 
to the ground Gooniyandi 

people know that the Jangala 
rain will start soon. The 

Jangala snake makes this rain, 
and brings it in lightning and 

thick white clouds from the 
north, making the rivers run.

The rain, wind and storms 
that arrive in Gooniyandi 
country come from four 
different directions, are generated 
by four different snakes, and are of four 

different skins: Jangala, Joongoorra, 

Jawandi and Jawalyi. The snakes have different 
tempers and bring different rains and storms. Jangala is the most 
powerful snake from the north.
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      Barrangga is the season of very hot weather – hot days, hot nights                                                                                   
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ld weather time        
      N

gamari is female cold weather (cold days, cold nights)              which turns to Girlinggoowa – m
ale cold w

eather tim
e (m

ild)

is
 fa
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atin
g grasshoppers 

headed python) and Nganthanany (rock 

Limirri (spinifex wax) is being made by ants Wawanyi (g
oanna), G

irwili (w
ater goanna), and can be collected throughout the year.

Nyarla
ngarri 

(king brown snake), Yilimi (black-

bees m
ake Nyarlinya (honey) in the bark. 

grubs) come out after the fi rst fl ood.

This sugarbag is called D
arlarli.

After the eucalypts’ bark has peeled Yidiyidi 

Paperbark trees fl ow
er all year ‘round and 

(cicadas) emerge, while Jaalinyi (m
oon 

look for lightning in the towering white clouds 

(saw
fi sh) eats the fl ow

ers w
h

en
 th

ey fall in
to th

e river in
 

– this will tell them that rain is on the way.

the w
et season
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B
am

bira (A
talaya h

em
iglau

ca) fl ow
ers at th

e sam
e tim

e that Langarra  

(freshw
ater crocodiles) lay th

eir eggs. W
h

en
 th

e fl ow
ers fall to the ground the eggs 

 are h
atch
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d
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g th
eir m

others in the river.

Boordbara is the hot and humid time when the 

Bawaloo, th
e bush carro

t (
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fi r
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w

ater m
an

grove (B
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air is heavy and it is hot in the shade. People 

collected now and ro
aste

d befo
re

 eatin
g.

acutangula), is fl ow
erin

g n
ow

. It is said
 th

at G
alw

an
yi 

python) a
re all fa

t and ready for hunting.

attr
acts anim

als and a Gooniyandi person might use a special stone or 

stra
ight a

fte
r th

e rain and can be dug up until hot weather time. Joornda 

Joornda, th
e bush onion (Cyperus bulbosus), is an important food that grows 

dreamtim
e place to ask for Joornda to grow where they want to hunt for 

th
ese anim

als. These places are very signifi cant to Gooniyandi people.

N
ganyjarli fruits are ripe w

hen w
hite and soft.

Barndiwiri is the fi rst rain storm that 

 arrives from the north. It is associated with 

 the Jangala skin group.

W
h

en
 Lagarn

di (w
itchetty grubs) and Bingga (sugar leaf) are both available, 

Jambinbaroo (black bream), 

Gooloomangarri (catfi sh) and 

longtom stop biting toward the 

Good turtle fi shing time.

end of Barrangga.

It is diffi cult catching Boornda and 
Baya (stin

gray), G
alw

anyi (
sa

w
fi s

h), 

(catfi s
h) a

nd bigger fi
 sh

 –
 tr
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or 

it is good fi s
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When th
e riv

er a
nd cr

eeks a
re

 ru
nnin
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other bait fi sh at the beginning of 
Jambinbaroo (b

lack
 bre

am
), 

Barlg
a 

Yidirla – can only get tiny baitfi s
h 

(barra
mundi), 

W
ila

rra
bi a

nd 

on hooks. Jaalinyi (moon grubs) 
Diw

iw
i (l

ong-n
eck

ed and 

and big blue-wing grasshoppers 
 short-

necked tu

rtl
es).

are used for bait.
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tells you
 B

iriyali, th
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con
kerberry (Carissa 

shaped cloud that can be seen 

Wirayi is the boomerang 

lanceolata) is rip
e.  

at the end of Barrangga. 
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Goordida, the bush orange (Capparis um
bonata), 

fruits in the hot weather. The breeze carries the 

sweet smell of ripe Goordida, allow
ing 

Wirayi warns of a big storm 
coming. Manyboo are 

the white ‘cotton wool’ 
clouds that come from 

the spring-country during the middle of the wet season.

Butterfl ies tell you Bambilyi, the 

G
oorlib

i, th
e bu

sh
 banana 

Collect the seed heads and ‘chestnuts’  

w

ild passionfruit (Capparis 

(M
arsden

ia viridif ora), grow
s 

of Joomboowa and Garrjari (lilies) and  

roast in the coals.

lasiantha), is fl owering.
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the season of Barrangga has arrived.

Yirrirrinyi is the very hot time during Barrangga. You can see the heat wave dancing, there The fi rst rain of Yidirla is called Barrabarra. The rain causes th
e bark of B

ilin
di, W

alarri
, B

oorn

gga, T
haln
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i, 

Yilangi, Galardiwa and other eucalypts to peel. It
 gets very hot a

fte
r t

he fi 
rst

 ra
in

.
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is no water around and it is hard to dig for soaks. Leaves shrivel and birds can die.
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D
u

rin
g Barrangga the pools in the river channel continue to dry and get smaller. When fi shing these pools, 

trapped G
alw

anyi (saw
fi sh) and Barlga (barram

undi) won’t bite, while Gooloomangarri (catfi sh) and 

Jam
binbaroo (black bream

) w
ill run for the bait. Fish for Galwanyi and Barlga in deeper river sections.

N
ganyjarli, bush tom

ato (Solanum
 chippendalei), fl ow

ering

Goordida are used for sm
oking babies and 

young children to keep them
 strong.

you to fi nd the fruit. The leaves of 

Yim
arli, the black sand fi g (Ficus opposita), is rip

e and 
ready to eat when it turns purple-black.
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Boorngga (yam), 
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Jarrandi (bush carrot) 
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his 
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orm

 

and Birla (yam).
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is turning to hotter w
eather. Drink the nectar from

 the fl ow
ers.
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good time for hunting, but leave those animals carrying joeys.

Goombirn
a (le

ft-h
and nail tail w

allaby) and Bandalngarna (red plain kangaroo) are fat and breeding. It’s a 

All k
angaroos: Thirw

oo (hill k
angaroo), W

andjadi (little river kangaroo), Woombanangi (short-eared wallaby), 

When the crow calls the weather is moving  

into Girlinggoowa.

native bees m
aking hives and 

searching for nectar and stays until Barrangga. There are plenty of 

As Yirndi (fl owers) bloom the W
oonggoorroonba (fl ying fox) com

es 

Janga (honey) at this tim
e. 

Both W
oonggoorroonba and 

Janga are eaten now
.

now
 – getting ready 

for the hot w
eather.

Kangaroos and 
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asted in ashes before eating. The nuts and fruit  
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 good m
edicine for stomach upsets.

Jarlo
omboo (re

d dragonfl ie
s) appear at the beginning of Moonggoowarla to tell you Galwinyi (sawfi sh) are fat. Goorrjali (marchfl ies) arrive when all Garwi are fat, and protect Langarra (freshwater cro

codile
) a

s th
ey lay th

eir e
ggs. It is a good time for Laarri (bony bream), Gooloomangarri (catfi sh), Wilarrabi (long-necked turtle), Barlga (barramundi) and Boornda (spangled perch).

the south. The water is high – it’s a good 

As the rain fi nishes, the wind changes 

direction – and Garrawoorda blows from 

time for fi shing for Galwanyi (sawfi sh).

vespertilio) fall 

you know a 

big rain, the 

wet season, 

is coming.

When the red 

(Erythrina seeds of Jirndiwili 

to the ground 

to th
e banks of pools and billabongs. Good 

eating, they can also be boiled and the 

solution drunk to treat cold sick.

m
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arri are ready to be collected 
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Gaw
i (fi sh) start to carry eggs as 

they lose their fat.
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